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CoNGRESSIONAL. 


It was our intention to have given a 
concise history of the proceedings of the 
resent congress; but the publication of 
the Register having been protracted so 
far beyond the time contemplated it is 
found impracticable: we must, therefore, 
content ourselves with giving the reports 
of the committees appointed npon the sev- 
eral parts of the president’s message, and 
the official documents laid before congress. 
This, we flatter ourselves, will be quite as 
acceptable to our patrons; for, notwith- 
lente the length of time to which the 
session has been spun out, the leading 
measures may be comprehended in the 
compass of a nut shell. ‘There has indeed 
been much eloquent debate, many rhetori- 
cal tropes and figures of speech; many la- 
mentations on the grievances under which 
the nation labours; many protestations of 
the disinterested patriotism of the mem- 
bers, made by themselves; many expres- 
sions of their entire disposition, zealously 
and heartily to concur in any plan that 
may be adopted for the benefit of our 
country: we have had all this in abun- 
dance, but in the mean time we have had 
very little daw. Very few acts, indeed, 
have been passed to remedy or to mitigate 
those evils which have excited so much 
debate, lamentations, protestations, self- 
congratulatious, and metaphors. In the 
early part of the session, a bill was re- 
ported by the committee on military af- 
fairs, to establish three military academies 
in addition to the one already established 
at West Point, in the state of New-York. 
Here a wide extent of controversy was 
to be passed over. The danger of standing 
armies to republics, in which the examples 
afforded by Greece and Rome were not 
to be passed. by in silence; the impolicy of 
supporting large military establishments 
M Lincs oF peace, the serious cause of ap- 
prehension to be entertained on account 
of executive patronage and influence, with 
several sly sqaints (as some suppose) at 
the ensuing presidential election—all 
these topics were enforced with much spi- 
rit and eloquence. On the other hand, it 
was contended that the surest way to avoid 
War, was always to be in a state of readi- 
hess for such a calamity, that if we now 








a exertions, we should lose 
ou. } 


all the benefits we have acquired by our 
late war. This proposition was various] 

modified, considered, and re-considered, 
amended, and re-amended, -until the bill 
finally past to establish one additional mil- 
itary academy, to be located at Knoxville, 
in the state of Tennessee. Next a bill 
was brought befure the House of Represen- 
tatives, to carry into effect the Convention 
of Commerce lately entered into between 
the United States and Engiand, in which 
almost every article in the treaty was 
served up in the shape of congressional 
resolutions. The bill thus introduced, was 
as harmless and inoperative a thing, as 
ever occupied the attention of congress. 
it would, in all human probability, have 
slid through the several congressional sta- 
ges ailowed for its passage into a law, al- 
most without opposition, if an accidental 
turn had not been given to the debate. It 
was found that the constitution had declar- 
ed, that treaties made by the president, 
with the consent of the senate, should be- 
come the supréme law of the land. This 
ground of opposition was made to the pas- 
sage of the bill, and when this mine was 
once sprung, it is easy to conceive the 
wide extent of the expiosion. Then the 
House of Representatives, it was said by 
the opponents of the bill, were violating a 
constitutional provision, they were assum- 
ing to themselves a treaty-making power, 
they were invading vrerogatives exclusive- 
ly guaranteed to the senate, it was at best 
but a mere nullity, in declaring’ that to 
be a law, which the constitution had de- 
clared was a iaw already, and, if the bill 
upon the tavle was to have any operation, 
it went to declare, that a treaty thus sanc- 
tioned, was more than the supreme law of 
the land. On the other hand, it was con- 
tended that, allowing the above construc- 
tion to be correct, it was in the 


govet 
the president. and senate to reduce tne 


j tivuse of Representatives to a mere cy- 


pher. That they might enter into a treaty 
to bargain and sell off a certain portion of 
the United States to a foreigu power, or in 
case of extreme emergeicy, the whole, and 
that the House of Keprescntatives were 
constitutionally neers. “y from consider- 
ing the subject at all. Under this clang, 
excited py-all the sitithery of legislation, 
the bill was at length passed by the House 
of Representatives; and sent to the senate 
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The senate it 
seems took alarm, more from the charac- 
ter of the debate, than from any hostile 
rovisions in the bill, and returned it to the 
louse of Representatives, with their ne- 


for their concurrence. 


gative. It was then reconsidered, repas- 
sed and sent.to the Senate; where it was 
reconsidered, rejected, and sent to the 
House of Representatives. At length 
both parties being fatigued by this game 
of legislative football, agreed to a confer- 
ence, compromised the matter and passed 
the bill in the following form: 


An Act, concerning the Convention to re- 
gulate the Commerce between the terri- 
tories of the United States and his Bri- 
tannic Majesty. 

Be it enacted and declared, by the Senate and 
House of Represenstatives af the United States of 
America, in Congress assembled, That so much 
of any act as imposes a higher duty of tonnage 
or of imposts gn vessels and articles, imported 
jn vessels of Great Britian, than on vessels 
and articles imported in vessels of the United 
States, contrary to the provisions of the con- 
“wention between the United States and his 
Britannic Majesty, the ratifications whereof 
were mutually exchanged the twenty-second 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen, be, from and after the date of the 
ratification of the said convention, and during 
the continuance thereof, deemed and taken to 
be effect or force. 

H. CLAY, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN GAILLARD, 

President of the Senate, pro tempore. 

March 1, 1816.—Approved, 

at JAMES MADISON. 

The Secretary of the treasury laid a 
plan before the all of Representatives, 
under date of the 24th of December last, 
to establish a national bank, the capital of 
which was to be thirty-five millions, and 
witl: seven millions only of specie. ‘I'o en- 
ter into an analysis of the various grounds 
of defence and attack, would be to recapit- 
ulate what is fresh in the memory of all our 
readers. ‘The strong ground was the ne- 
cessity of immediately resorting to gome 
circulating medium—the depreciated state 
of our bank currency was then confessed 
and deplored; and then the question was 
considered, whether the bilis of a national 
bank, with so small a capital of gold and 
silver, would remedy the evil. Many 
oe alike ingexious and unprofit- 
able, were made on both sides of the quyes- 
tion—alterations and amendments were 
made on one day, which on the succeeding 
were altered and amended back again; at 
Jength, not quite in its original state, it 
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and it now awaits the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The House of Representatives finding 
that they were in future to have 30 much 
eloquence, and so little business, if the 
wages of the members were paid by the 
day, devised at length a mode better adapt- 
ed than the previous question, to curtail 
their dcbates. -They passed a bill that the 
wages of the speaker should be three thous- 
and dollars per aunum, and those of tie 
individual members fifteen hundred, this 
we confess, is a salutary innovation—every 
orator who occupies the attention of the 
house, may now be considered in the light 
of one who is talking away his capital, 1n- 
stead of increasing his wages by the length 
of his speeches. 


PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 
Rerorr 


Of the Committee of Commerce and Jian- 
ufactures. 


House of Rep. of the U. S. Feb, 13. 
The committee of commerce and manufactures, 
to whom wereieferred the memorials and pe- 
titions of the manufacturers of cotton wool, 
respectfully submit the following report: 


The commiitee were conscious that they had 
no ordinary duty to perform, when the House 
of Representatives retersed to their considera- 
tion the memorials and petitions of the manu- 
facturers of cottun wool. In obedience to the 
instructions of the Llouse, they have given 
great attention to the subject, and beg leave to 
present the result of their deliberations. 

‘They are not a little apprehensive, that they 
have not succeeded in doing justice to a subject 
so intimately connected with the advancement 
and prosperity of agriculture and commerce— 
a subject which enlightened statesmen and phi- 
losophers have deemed not unworthy of their 
attention and consideration. 

It is not the intention of the committee to of. 
fer any theoretical opinions of their own, or of 
others. They are persuaded that a display of 
speculative opinions would not meet with ap- 
probation. From these views, the committee 
are disposed to state facts, and to make such 
observations only as shall be intimately con 
nected with. and warranted by them. : 

Prior to the years 1606 and 1807, ectablish- 
ments for manufacturing cotton wool had not 
been attempted, but in a few instances, and on 
a limited scale. Their rise and progress are 
attributable to embarrassments to which ¢qm- 
merce was subjected; which embarrassmen!s 
originated jn causes not within the control of 








was passed by the House of Representatives, 


human prudence. 2 

While commerce flourished, the trade which 
had been carried on with the continent of Eu 
rope, with the East Indies, and with the colo- 
nies of Spain and France, enriched our enter 
prizing merchants the benefits of which were 
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sensibly felt by the agriculturalists, whose 
wealth and industry were inv reased and exten 
ded. When external commerce was suspended, 
the capitalists throughout the Union became 
slicitous to give activity to their capital. A 
po tion of it, it is believed, was directed to the 
inprovement of agiicultare, and not an incon- 
siderable portion of i, as it appears, was like. 
wise employed in erecting establishments fo: 
manufacturing cotton wool, ‘To make this 
satement as satisfacto: vy as possible—to give it 
ij the certainty that it is susceptible of attain- 
ing, the following facts are respectfully submit- 
teato the consideration of the House They 
shew the rapid progiess which has been made 
inafew years, and evidently the ability to car- 
ry them on with certainty of success, should a 
jst and liberal policy cegard them as objects 
deerving encouragement. 





Bales of cotton manufac- 








In the year tured in manufacturing 
| establishments. 
1300 500 
1805 1,000 
1810 | 10,000 
1815 | 90,000 





This statement the committee have no reason 
io doubt; nor have they any to question the 
troth of the foHowing succinct statement of the 
capital which is employed, of the labor which 


ee and of the products of that la- 
ol 


Capital $ 40,000,000 
Males employed from the age 

ofseventeen and upwards, 10,000 
Women and female children, 66,000 
Boys under seventeen years 

of age, 24,000 


Wages of one hundred thon- 

sand persons, averaging 150 

dollars each, 15,000,000 
Cotton wool manufactured, 

ninety thousand bales, a- 


mounting to, lbs. 27,000,000 
umber of yxrds of cotton of 
Yanous kinds, yds. 81,000,000 
St per yard, averaging thir- 
W cents, $ 24,000,000 


This rive and progress of such establishments 
“mM exciteno wonder. ‘The inducements to in- 
dustry ina free government are numerous and 
ring. Effects are always in unison wiih 
et canses. ‘The inducemeats consist in the 
ferlainty and security which every citizen en 
MM of exercising exclusive dominion over the 

Mons of his genius, and the products of hi- 
oe mm procuring from his native soil, at all 
he. » with facility, the :aw materials that are 
Red, and in the libeval encouragement that 
accorded by agriculturalists to those 

®, by their Jabor, keep up a constant and 

. ne demand for the prodace of agricul 


Ever s 


tate will participate in thase advant- 
€ resources of each will be explored, 
ee and enlarged. Different sections of the 
a will, according to their position, the cli 
the population, the habits of the people, 
. ature of the soil, strike into that line 
y which is best adapted to their inte: - 
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free intercourse, promoted and facilitated b 
roads and canals, will ensue; prejudices, whic 
are generated by distance, and the want of in- 
ducements to approach each ovher and recip- 
rocate benefits, will be removed; informatiog 
willbe extended; the union willacquire strength 
and solidity. and the constitution of the United 
States, and that of each state, will be regarded 
as fountains from which flow numerous streams 
of public and private prosperity. 

Each government, moving in its appropriate 
orbit, performing, with ability, its separate 
functions, will be endeared to the hearts of a 
good and grateful people. 

‘The staies that are most disposed to manu- 
factures, as regular occupations, will draw from 
the ag-icultuval states all the raw materials 
which they want, and not an inconsiderable 
portion also of the necessaries of life; while the 
latter will, in addition to the benefits which 
they at present enjoy, always cemmand, in 
peace ov in war, at moderate prices, every spe- 
cies of manufacture that their wants may re- 
quire. Should they be inclined to manufacture 
for themselves, they can do so with success, 
because they have all the means in their power 
to eect and to extend at pleasure manufactur- 
ing establishments. Our wants being sup; lied 
by our own ingenuity and industry, exportation 
of specie, to pay for foreign manufactures, will 
cease. 

The value of American produce at this time 
exported, will not enable the importeis to pay 
for the foreign manufactures imported. When- 
ever the two accounts shall be fairly stated, the 
balance again-t the United States will be found 
to be many millions of dollars. Such is the 
state of things, that the change most be to the 
advaniage of the United States. The precious 
metals will be attracted to them; the diffusion 
of which, ina regular and uniform current, 
through ‘he great arteries and veins of the body 
politic, will give to each member health and 
vigor. 

In proportion as the commerce of the Uniied 
States depends on agriculture and manufac- 
tures, as a Common basis, will it increase and 
hecome independent of those revolutions and 
fluctuations, which the ambition and jealousy 
of foreign governments are too apt to produce. 
Onr navigation will be quickened; and sup- 
ported as it will be by internal resources never 
hefore at the command of any nation, will ad- 
vance to the extent of those resonrees, 

New channels of trade, to enterprize, no less 
important than productive, are opening, which 
can be secured only by a wise and prudent poa- 
licy appreciating their advantage. ; 
if want of foresight should neglect the culti- 
vation and improvement of thein, the oppor- 
tune moment may be lost, perbaps for centu- 
‘ies, and the ene: gies of this nation be thereby 
prevented from developing themselves, and 
from making the boon, which is proffered, our 
own. a 
By trading on our own capital, collisions 
with other nations, if they be not entirely done 
away, wili be greatly diminished. ie 

This natural order of things exhibits the 
commencement of a new epoch, which promi 
ses peace, security, and repose, bya firm and 








wad the £00d of the whole; an active and 


steady reliance on the produce of ayviculiure, 
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on the treasures that are embossomed in the 
earth, on the genius and ingenuity of our man- 
nfactures and mechanics, and on the intelli- 
gence and enterprize of our merchants 

The government, possessing the intelligence 
and the art of improving the resources of the 
nation, will increase its efficient powers, and 
enjoying the confidence of those’ whom it has 
made happy, wil! oppose to the assailant of the 
nation’s rights, the true, the only invincible 
wzgis, the unity of will and strength. Causes 
producing war will be few. Should war take 
place, its calamitous consequences will be mi- 
tigated, and the expenses and burdens of such 
a state of things will fall with a weight less op- 
pressiye and ppatious. on the nation. The ex- 
pendiiures of the last war were greatly increas- 
ed by a dependence on foreign supplies. The 
prices incident to such a dependence will al- 
ways be high. 

Had not our nascent manufacturing establish- 
ments increased the quantity of commodities, 
at that time in demand, the expenditures would 
have been much greater, and consequences the 
most fatal and disastrous, alarming even in con- 
templation, would have been the fate of thjs na- 
tion.—The experience of the past teaches a les- 
son never to be forgotten, and points emphati- 
cally to the remedy. A wise government 
should heed its admonitions, or the indepen- 
dence of this nation will be exposed to the 
shafts of fortune,’’ 

The committee, keeping in view the inter- 
ests of the nation, cannot refrain from stating 


that cotton fabrics imported from India, inter- | 


fere not less with that encouragement to which 
agriculture is justly entitled, than they do with 
that which ought reasonably to be accorded to 
the manufacturers of cotton wool. ‘The raw 
material of which they are made is the growth 
ef India, and ofa quality inferior to our own. 

The fabrics themselves, in point of duration 
and use, are likewise inferior to the substan- 
tial fabrics of American manufacture.  Al- 
though the India cotton fabrics can be sold 
for a lower price than the American, yet the 
difference in the texture is so much in favor 
of the American, that the latter may be safely 
considered as the cheapest. 

The distance of most of the western states 
from the ocean, the exuberant richness of the 
soil, and the variety of its products, forcibly 
impress the mind of the committee, with a be- 
Jief, that all these causes conspiveto encourage 
manufactures, and to give an impetus and di 
rection to such a disposition. Although the 
western states may be said to be in the gristle, 
jn contemplation of that destiny, to which they 
are hastening, yet the products of manufactures 
in those staies are beyond every calculation 
that could reasonably be made; contrary to the 
opinion of many enlightened and virtuous men, 
who have supposed that the inducements of 
agriculture, and the supe: ior advantages of that 
life, would suppress any disposition to that sort 
of industry. But theories, how ingeniousiy 
soever they may he constructed, how much 
soever they may be made to conform to the 
laws of symmetry and beauty, are no sooner 
brought into conflict with facts, than they fall 
inta ruins. In viewing theic fragments, the 
Pind is irresistibly led tq render the homage 
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due to the genius and taste of the architects; 
but cannot refrain from regretting the waste, 
to no purpose, of superior inteffects. The 
western states prove the fallaev of such theo 
ries; they appear in their growth and expan- 
sion to be in advance of thought; while the po- 
litical economist is drawing their portraits, 
their features change and enlarge, with such 


rapidity, that his pencil in vain endeavours to | 


catch their expressions, and to fix their phy- 
siognomy. 

It is to their advantage to manufacture, be. 
cause, by decreasing the bulk of the article, 
they at the same time increase their value by 
labor. bring them to market with less expense, 
and with the certainty of gbtaining the best 

rices. 

Those states understanding their interest, 
will not be diverted from its pursuit. In the 
encouragement of manufaccures, they find a 
stimalus for agriculture. 

The manufacturers of cotton in making ap- 
plication to the national government for en- 
couragement, have been induced to do so for 
many reasons. ‘They know that their esta- 
olishments are new and in their infancy, and 
that they have to encounter a competition with 
foreign establishments, that have arrived at 
maturity, that are supported by a large capital, 
and that have from the government every pro- 
tection that can he required. 

The American manufacturers expect to meet 
with all the embarrassments which a jealous 
and monopolizing policy can suggest, The 
committee are sensible of the force of such 
considerations. They are convinced that old 
practices and maxims will not be adandoned to 
favor the United States. The foreign manu- 
facturers and merchants will put in requisition 
all the powers of ingennity: will practise what- 
ever art can devise, and capital can accomplish, 
to prevent the American manufacturing estab- 
lishments from taking root and flourishing in 
their rich and native soil. By the allowance 
of bounties and drawbacks, the foreign manu- 
facturers and merchants will be furnished with 
additional means of carrying on the conflict, 
and of ensurin™ suecess: 

The Americsn manufacturers have good 
reason for thei, - .srehensions; they have much 
at stake. They se a large capital employed, 
and are feelingly alive for its fate. Should the 
national government not afford them protec: 
tion the dangers which invest and threaten 
them, will destroy all their hopes, and will 
close their prospects of utility to their coun 
try A reasonable encouragement will sustain 
and keep them erect; but if they fall, they fall 
never to rise again. 

The foreign manufacturers and merchants 
know this; and will redouble with renovated 
zeal the stroke to prostrate them. ‘They also 
know, that should the American manufactur- 
ing establishments fall, their mouldering piles, 
the visible ruins of a legislative breath, will 
warn all who shall tread in the same footsteps, 
of the doom, the inevitable destiny of their ¢s- 
tablishments, 

The national government, in viewing the 
disastrous effects of a short sighted policy, 
may relent; but what can relenting avail? Can 
it‘raise the dead te life? Can it give for inju- 
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ries inflicted, the reparation that is due?  In- 
dustry, in every ramnification of society will 
feel the shock, and generations will, as they 
suceeed each other, feel the effects of its un- 
dulations. Dissatisfaction will be visible every 
where, and the lost confidence and affections 
of the citizens will not be the least of the evils 
the government will have to deplore But 
should the national government, pursuing an 
enlightened and liberal policy, sustain and fos- 
ter the manufacturing establishments, a few 
ears would place them in a condition to bid 
defiance to foreign competition, and would en. 
avle them to increase the industry, wealth, and 
prosperity of the nation; and to afford to the 
government, in times of difliculty and distress, 
whatever it may require to support public cire- 
dit, while maintaining the rights of the nation. 

Providence, in bountifully placing within 
our reach whatever can minister to happiness 
and comfort, indicates plainly to us our duty— 
and what we owe to ourselves. Our resources 
ave abundant and inexhaustible. 

The stand that Archimedes wanted, is given 
to the national and state governments—and 
labor-saving machinery tenders the lever—the 
power of bringing those resourses into use. 

This power imparts incalculable advantages 
toa nation whose population is not full. The 
United States require the use of this power, 
because they do not abound in population. The 
dimination of manual labor, by means of ma- 
chinery, in the cotton manufacture of Great 
Britain, was, in the year 1810, as two hundred 
to one. 

Our manvfacturers have already availed 
themselves of this power, and have profited by 
it. A little more experience in making ma- 
chines, and in managing them with skill, will 
enable our manufacturers to supply more fa- 
brics than are necessary for the home demand. 

Competition will make the prices of the ar- 
ticles low, and the extension of the cotton 
manufactories will produce that competition. 

One striking and important advantage which 
labor-saving inachines bestow, is this, that in 
all their operations they require few men, as a 
reference to another part of this report will 
shew. No apprehensions can then be serious- 
ly entertained, that agriculture will be in dan- 
ger of having its efficient laborers withdrawn 
from its service. 

On the contrary, the manufacturing esta- 
blishments incveasing the demand for raw ma. 
terials, will give to agriculture new life and 
expansion, 

‘he committee, after having, with great de- 
ference and respect, presented to the house 
this important subject, in various points of 
view, feel themselves constrained, before con. 
eluding this report, to offer a few more obser- 
vations which they consider as being immedi- 
ately connected with it, and not less so, with 
rd present and future prosperity of this na- 

The prospects of an enlarged commerce are 
not flattering. 

Fhe very Ration in times of peace will supply its 
oo trom its own resources, or from 

of other nations. 
When supplies are drawn from foreign coun- 


thes, the interceurse which will ensue will 
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_ furnish employment to the navigation only of 


the countries connected, by their reciprocal 
wants. 

Our concern does not arise from, nor can it 
be increased by, the limitation which our nav- 
igation and trade will have prescribed to them, 
by the peace and apparent repose of Europe. 

Our apprehensions arise from causes that 
cannot animate by their effects. Look where- 
soever the eye can glance, and what are the ob- 
jects that stiike the vision? On the continent 
of Europe, industry, deprived of its motive and 
incitement, is patalised; theaccumnulated wealth 
of ages, seized by the hand of military despot- 
ism, is appropriated to and squandered on ob- 
jects of arabition; the order of things unsettled, 
and confidence between man and man annihi- 
lated.—Every moment is looked for, with tre- 
mulous, anxious, and increased solicitude; 
hope languishes; and commercial enterprize 
stiffens with fear. The political horizon ap- 
pears to be calm, hut many of no ordinary sa- 
gacity think they behold signs portentious of a 
violent tempest which will again rage, and des~ 
olate that devoted region. 

Should this prediction fail, no change for the 
better, under existing circumstances, can take 
place. Where despotism—military despotism 
reigns—silence and fearful stillness; must pre- 
vail. 

Such is the prospect which continental Eu- 
rope exhibits to the enterprise of American 
merchants. 

Can it he possible for them to find in that re- 
gion, sources which will supply them wih 
more than seventeen millions of dollars, the 
balance due for British manufactures imported; 
this balance being over and above the value of 


] all the exports to foreign countries from the 


United States. The view which is given to the 
dreary prospect of commercial advantages ac- 
cruing tothe United Seates by an intercourse 
with continental Europe, is helieved to begust. 
‘The statement made of the great balance in fa- 
vor of Great Britain due fromthe United States, 
is founded on matter of fact. 

In the hands of Great Britain, are gathered 
together and held, many powers, which they 
have not been accustomed hitherto to feel and © 
to exercise. 

No improper motives are intended to be im- 
puted to that government. Gut docs not expe- 
rience teach a lesson that should never be for- 
gotten, that governments, like individuals, are 
apt ‘‘to feel power and forget right.” It is not 
inconsistent with national decorum to become 
circumspéct and prudent. May not the gov- 
ernment of (xreat Britain be inclined, in analy- 
sing the basis of her political power, to consid- 
er-and regard the Uniied States as her rival, 
and to indulge an imp: oper jealousy, theenemy 
of peace and repose? . : 

Can it be politic, in any point of view, to 
make the United States dependent on any na- 
tion for supplies absolutely necessary for de- 
fence, for comfort, and for accommodation. 

Will not the strength, the political energies 
of this nation be mateiially impaijed at any 
time, but fatally so in those of difficulty and dis- 
tress, by such dependence? . ' 

Do not the suggestions of wisdom plainly 
shew, that the security, the peace, amd the 
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happiness of this nation depend on opening and 
enlarging all our resources, and drawing from 
them whatever shall be required for public use 
or private accommodation? 

The committee, from the views which they 
have taken, consider the situation of manufac- 
turing establishments to be peiilous. Some 
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From these duties and the outstanding balan. 
ces on the Slst Dec. 1814, it is computed that 
there will be ieceived by the collectors durin 


the year 1515, the amount of 5,000,000 
Computing the expenses of collec- 
tion at 6 per cent 300,000 





havedecreased and others have suspended busi- |] There will remain a nett revenue of 4,700,000 


ness. A liberal encouragement will put them 
again into operation with increased powers; 
but should it be withheld, they will be prostra 
ted. ‘Thousands will be reduced to want and 
wretchedness. A capital of near sixty millions 
of dollars will become inactive, the greater part 
of which will be a dead loss to the manufactu- 
rers. Our improvidence may lead to fatal con 
sequences; the powers, jealous of our growth 
and prosperity, will acquive the resources and 
strength which this government neglects to im. 
prove. It requires no prophet to foretell the 
use that foreign powers will make of ‘hem. 
The committee, f.om all the consideration: 
which they have given to this subject, are deep 
ly imp-essed with a conviction that the manu 
facturing es‘a>lishments of cotton wool a:2 of 
real ucility to the agricultural interest, and that 
they contribute much of the prosperity of the 
union. Under the intluence of this conviction. 
the comniittee beg leaveto ender, respectfully, 
with this report, the following resolution: 
Resolved, hat trom and after the 30th day 
of June next, in liew of the duties now author 





ized by law, thee be laid, levied, and collec’ ed 
on cotton goods, impo:ted into the Uniced | 
States, and territories thereof, from any foreign | 
country whatever, —--—-__—_-- per cen ui ad | 
valorem, being not less cents per square 
yard. 





—— 
InveERNAL ‘'TAXxks. 

Letter fromthe ecre‘ary of the treasury and com- 
missioner of the revenue, to the chatrmun of the 
committce of ways and means, containing esti- 
mates of the probable amount of the internal du 
ties which have eccrued, and well accrue, in the 
year 1815. ’ 

Treasury Department, Dec. 26, 1815: 
Sir—lIn|answer to your letter, which was 
received a the 23d inst. I have the honor to 
subjoin an estimate of the probable amount of 

the internal duties accruing in the year 1815, 

as stated oy the commissioners of the revenue 
I have the hono;s to be, very respectfully, sir, 

your obedient servant, A. J. DALLAS. 

Hon. Wm Lowndes, 

Chairman of the com. of ways and means. 


Estimate of the probable amount of the internal 
duties which will accrue for the year 1815 


On licenses for stills and boilers, $1,000,000 
Distilled spirits, 2,500,000 
Carriages, 175,000 
Licenses to retailers, 900,000 
Sales at auction, $50,000 

' Refined sugar, 50,000 
Stamps, 400,000 
Furnitare and watches, 300,000 


Manufactured articles other than 


the foregoing, 874,000 








$7,049,000 


Leaving a balance outstanding on 

the 3ist Dec. 1815. of $3,413,946 

In the estimate rendered on the 16th of Dee, 
1814, it was computed that the whole —s 
internal duties, including those contemplate 
in pending bills to be imposed for an entire 
year, after they should he in full operation, 
would amount to 10,379,000 dollais. The pre- 
ceding estimate falts considerably short of this 
sum. This difference a:ises from the omission 
of duties on the postage of letters: from several 
of the new duties not being in operation dyring 
a conside able portion of 1815. some of the acts 
iinposing them not having been passed as early 
as was contemplated; fiom the entire tejec:ion 
of some, and :adical changes in other of the 
proposed duties; from the modifications of sev- 
eral of the suggested provisions for their col- 
lection, and from the effects of peace. Foy in- 
stance. the duties on lotteries, and on horses, 
which it was calculated would preduce 220,000 
dollars, were not imposed; the proposed duty 
on leather was reduce« one half, by which its 
estimated proceeds would be diminished 300,000 
dollars, that on candles was so limited as to ex- 
cet can les of spermaceti and all tallow can- 
dles other than mould, while the duties on hats, 
paver, and playing cards were considerably di 
minished. In the case of carriages, the propo- 
sed rates of duty were not only g.eatly reduced, 
but provisions rejected that were viewed as 
nece-sary to its fair collection. But the g: eat- 
est effec! has probably eusued from the state of 
peace, by which the quantity of spirits disulled, 
as well as of various other dutiable objects of 
manufacture, has been considerably diminish- 
ed, especially from the substracted war de- 
mand for the former by the army, and general 
lv from the apprehension of foreign compett- 
tion. iil 

Treasury DerarTMeNntT—- 
Revenue office, Jan. 15, 1316. 

Sir—lI have the honor, agreeably to your re- 
quest, to make the following statements and 
estimates: 

The dnties on household furniture and gold 
and silver watches, according to lists received 
irom eighty-nine districts, amount, on hoase- 
hold furniture to 29,271 dollars, and on gold 
and silver watches to 90,552 dollars. 

It may be estimated that the amounts of these 
duties, in all the districts of the United States, 
will be, on household farniture, 75,00v dollars, 
and on gold and silver watches, 225,000 dol- 
lars. 

The duties on various goods, wares and mer- 
chandize manufactured in the Uniced States, 
which have accrued to the 30th September 
last, so far as returns have been received, a'é, 


On Iron, $25,767 51 
Nails, brads, and sprigs, 46,602 53 
Candles, 456 43 
Hats, caps, and bonnets, 69,690 15 
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Umbrellas and parasols, 3,092 12 
Paper, 14,494 71 
Playing and visiting cards, 8 32 
Saddles and bridles, 36,066 61 


16,042 95 
7,373 72 
114,428 35 
7,206 00 


Boots and bootees, 
Beer, ale, and porter, 
‘Tobaceu, segars, and snuff, 
Leather, 
Gold, silver, and plated ware, and 
jewelry and paste work, 18,564 56 
‘Total, $t2u,893 25 
“jt may be estimated that the respec- 
tive amounts of these duti@s for an 
entire year will be, 





On Iron, 97,914 
Nails, brads, and sprigs, 177,083 
Candles, 1,479 
Hats, caps, and bonnets, 264,822 
Umbrellas atid parasols, 12,589 
Pape: ’ 55,077 
Playing and visiting cards, 39 
Saddles and bridles, 137,055 
Boots and bootees, 64,379 
Beer, ale, and porter, 28,017 
‘l'obacco, segars, and snuff, 434,560 
Leather, 255,352 
Gold, silver, and plaied ware, and 

jewelry and paste work, 70,163 
Total $1,598,840 


I am respectfully, your obedient servt. 
SAMUEL H. SMITH. 
Hoy. Witiiam Lownbes, 
Chairman of the com. of ways and means. 


a 


Treasury EsrimMaTes For 1816, 


Copy of a letter from the secretary of the treasury 
to the speaker of the hou-e of representatives: 


Treasury Department, Jan. 2, 1816. 

Sir—! have the honor to transmit herewith, 

for the information of the house of representa- 
tives, an estimate of the appropriation prop sed) 
for the service of the year 1816, adioll ting in 
the whole, to the sum of nineteen millions nine 
hundred and fifteen thousand four hundred and 
thirty-one dollars and forty-five cents. Where 
having been already appropriated, by the act of 
the 21st of December last, the sum of nine mii 
lions eight hundred and eighty-five thousand 
three hundred and seventy-two dollars, for cer- 
tain military expenses, there will be left the 
sum of ten millions and thirty thousand and 
fifty nine dollars forty-five cents, under the fol- 
lowing heads, viz: 

For the civil list, 

For miscellaneous expenses, 

For the expenses of intercourse 
with foreign nations, 

For the military establishment in- 
cluding the Indian depart- 
ment, 14,54] ,677 

From which deduct- 
ing the amount ap 
Propriated by the 
on of the 21st Dec. 

9, 9,885,372 

There is leftthesumef 


901,612 34 
573,071 11 


261,000 00 


4,656,305 09 


} 
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For the naval establishment in- 


cluding the marine corps, 3,638,071 00 





$10,039,050 45 





The funds out of which theappropriation for 
the year 1516 may be discharged, are <he fol- 
lowing: 

1. Thesum of 600,000 dollars, annually re- 
served by the act of the 4th of August, 1790, 
out of the duties of customs, towards the ex- 
penses of goverment, 

2. The proceeds of the stamp duties and the 
duty on sugar retined within the United States. 

3. The surplus which may remain of the cus- 


toms, the direct tax, and the interna! duties, - 


(other than those on refined sugar and on 
stamps) after satisfying the payments for which 
they are pledged and appropriated. 

4. The proceeds of such loans as may be 
made under the unexecuted authority, contain- 
ed in the acts of the 14th of March, 1812; the 
24th of March and 15th November,.1814, and 
the 3d March, 1515; and of the issues of treas- 
ury notes, under the unexecuted authority con- 
tained in the act of the 24th of February, 1815. 

5. Any other unappropriated monies which 
may come into the treasury during the year 
1316. 

| have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, 
your most obedient servant, 

A. J. DALLAS. 
The hon. the speaker of the 
house of representateves. 


a oe 


Derres on Imports. 


Letter from the secretary of the treasury to the 
chatrmun of the committee of ways and means, 
containing an estimate of the whole amount of 
the duties on merchandize imported, which ac- 
crued in the year 1515. 


Treasury Department, Jan. 20, 1816. 
Sir—! have received your note, requesting a 
statement of (he whole amount of bonds given 
for auth 4s oblimpertations which accrued ia 
1815. ‘Phe portion of the duties on merchan- 
dize imported, for which no bonds are given, 
is probably not more than one per cent. of the 
whole amount, and cannot, without dificulty, 
be distinguished from that portion for which 
ponds are given. It is so small that I have not 
thought it necessary to make any separate esti- 
mate of it, and shall, therefore, give in answer 
to your note an estimate of the whole amount 
of duties on merchandize imported, which ac- 
crued in the year 1535. 

‘The estimate contained in the annual report 
was made in the month vf November, before 
returns for any part of the fourth quarter of the 
year, except from the smallest and most incon- 
siderable districts, had been received, and be- 
fore the large importations ofthat quarter were 
known at the treasury to have taken place. At 
the present moment the returns from the Jar- 
ger districts, for the third quarter of the year, 
are not complete, and for the fourth quarter of 
the year are stiJl more deficient. The great 
pressure of business in the custoin houses has, 








donbtless, occasioned this unusual delay. ‘he 
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consequence is, that it is only for the first and 
second quarters of the year TS15, that’a cor 
rect statement can be given. For the third 
quarter an estimate can be given nearly cor- 
rect; but for the fourth qua:ter, it can be for- 
med only by comparison with the preceding, 
the returns of bonds taken being defficient from 
some of the most considerable districts for the 
whole quarter, and from nearly all the most 
considerable districts for the two last months 
of the quarter. 

After making this explanation, I have to 
state, that the amount of duties on merchan- 
dize imported during the first quarter of the 
year 1815, amounted to 
And during the second guarter of 

the same year ‘o 10,434,275 56 
From the returns received, jt is 

believed that the duties for the 

3d quarter of the year will some- 


$362,845 27 || 





what exceed those for the. =- 


cond. They are, therefore,es- 
timated at 10,700,906 
The returns for the 


fourth quarter are so 
imperfect as to afford 
little or no means of 
estimating the total 
amount: Itis known 
generally that theim- 
portations in the 
months of Nov. were 
large, and thatin the 
months of Oct. and 
Dec. they were less 
conside:able. {t is 
supposed that for the 
whole quarter the 


dutie> will equal 
those of the3d quar- 
ter, say 10,700,000 





21,400,000 





Estimated amount of duties on 
merchandize imported daring * 
the whole year, 32,697,120 83 

The tonage duties, light money, 
and daties on passports and 
clearances amounted, during 
the first and second quarters of 
the year 1815, to ' 

During the third and fourth quar- 
tes, as fewer foreign vessels 


251,136 99 











weie employed in our coine 
merce, these branches will be 
proporticnably less productive 


and are estimated at 300,000 





551,136 99 





Gross proceeds of the customs, as 

estimated for the vear 1815, 33,248,257 82 
The drawbacks, bounties, allow- 

ances and expenses of collec- 

tion, are to be deducted from 

this sum in order to ascertain 

the nett amount which will be 

receivable into the treasury. 
The debentures for drawbacks, 

issued during the first quarter 

ter of the year 1315, amounted ‘ 

to 76,274 41 | 
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And during the second quarter of 
that year, to 

During that period the re-expor- 
tations were very small, com- 
pared with those which took 
place during the 3d and 4th 
quarters. 

As the markets became glutted 
with foreign merchandize, the 
quantity sent abroad for better 
prices would naturally increase. 
Itis believed that the drawback 
on the portions thus re export- 
ed, during the 3d and 4th quar- 
ters of 1815, will amount to 

The bounties and allowances ac- 
tually payable during the year 
1815, will be small, probably 
not exceeding 

The expenses of collection will 
be augmented by the cost of e- 
veral revenue cutters, to. re- 
place those lost during the war. 
The whole amount may be es- 
timated at 


323,086 39 


3,500,000 


100,000 


900,000 





And will leave for the nett anount 
of the revenue of customs, ac- 
cruing in the year 1815, the 
sum of 28 348,897 02 
This exceeds the sum stated in the annual 

report, by an amount ef $3,348,597 02; an ex- 
cess produced by the extraordinary importa- 
tions during the fourth quarter of the year, be- 
yond wha: had been anticipated; and in rela- 
tion to which it may not be improper to re- 
mark, that as those importations have surchar- 
ged the market with many articles, a propor 
tionate diminution in the importation of those 
articles, and consequently of the duties upon 
which importations during the ensuing year, 
may be expected. 

It ought also to be observed, that this excess 
will be wholly absorbed by the deficit, as stated 
in the annnal report of the monies receivable 
into the treasury during the year 1816; and, 
indeed, still be insufficient to meet the whole of 
that deficit. But it will relieve the treasury 
from the necessity of borrowing money, or of 
issuing treasury notes, or of leaving treasury 
notes already issucd in circulation. for making 
good that deficit to an extent equal to the sum 
of $3,345,897 02, above stated. } 

I have the honor to be, very respecfally, sir, 
your most obedient servant, 


A. J. DALLAS. 








Hon, Wm. Lowndes, 
Chairman of the Com. of ways and means. 


—__ 


Ways axp MEAwNs. 


Report of the Committee of Ways and Mrans, in 
the House of Representatives, to whom was 
committed so Pie ; of the President’s message 
as relates to revenue. 


January 9, 1816.—Read and committed to 4 
committee of the waole house. 
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The Committee of Ways and Means. to whom 
have been committed that part of the President’s 
message Which relates to the revenve, and the an- 
nual report of the Secretary of the Treasury, ex- 
cepting that part whuch relates to the establish- 
ment of a bank, ask Jeave to explain ihe general 
views which have induced them to submit to the 
House the propositions with which they shall con- 
clude their report: 

“ The arrangement of the finances with a view 
to the receipts and expenditures of a permanent 
peace establishment,” has been the first subject 
alter providing for the deficiency in the appropri- 
ations of 1815, which has engaged the attention 
of the committee. Whilst they recognise, with 
unmixed satisfaction, “ that improvement in the 
condition of the public revenue, which will allow 
an immediate alleviation of the burthens imposed 
by the necessities of the war,” they well know 
that such an alleviation czn only be expected and 
wished to an extent “which shall leave to the go- 
vernment the meuns of maintaining its faith invi- 
slate, and of prosecuting successfully the mea- 
sures of a liberal” and provident policy. 

In forming an opinion upon the expenditures of 
a permanent peace establishment, they have sup- 
posed it right that their attention should be direc- 
ted, not only to the resources of the United 
States, but to the condition of other powers. In 
the perplexed system of European policy, the U- 
nited States can have no disposition to interpose ; 
but theur conduct must necessarily be affected 
by views connected witn the militar: or financial 
resources of those states with which their rela- 
tions are most interesting. It is impossible not 
to see that Europe is more military than ever, and 
that, accustomed by twenty years of war to ex- 
eruions that were once thought impracticable, 
her governments have acqu.red a power which 
makes preparation more difficult 2nd more neces- 
sary, on ire part of every state exposed to the 
chance of their hostility. It must be doub.ful 
what precise increase of expenditure these con- 
siderations of fore.gn policy or views of inter- 
nal unprovement may induce congress eventual- 
ly to authorize; but even the measures now be 
fore them appear to require a considerable addi- 
tion to the estimates of the annual peace expen- 
ditures. e 

_ The only preparation against the dangers of 
foreign aggression, which it falls within the du- 
tes of the Committee of Ways and Means to re- 
commend, is that of a revenue; which in supply- 
ing the wants of the government, shall not bur- 
then unnecessarily the industry of the citizen ; 
Which shall be capable of repairing, by an expan- 
8011 of the powers of some of its parts, the injuries 
which war may inflict in others ; and above all, 
shall be disencumbered from debt as soon as the 
resources of the country and the conditions of its 
Contracts will permit. Public debts have indeed 
Sometimes been considered as giving stability 
and order to a state, but the committee cag ne- 
ver believe that a government which secures eve- 
ty civil and political right to the great body of 
the eople, can want that security which would 
be ai orded by the distribution of any amount of 
annual interest upon its debt, which to be receiv- 
ed by the few must be paid by the many. It may 
be true, that a public debt only makes a different 
distribution of the income of society, but it pays 
the stockholder what should be reserved for sup- 
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porting the seaman and the soldier. That govern- 
ment indeed does well, which, when forced into 
war, brings into the contest.every.resource which 
credit or revenue can furnish ;.bpt. jt neglects one 
of its first.duties, when it allews, the season of 
peace to pass away without. an adequate. provi- 
sion for removing every ;ncumbrance. upan its ef- 
fective revenue. Tie committee accordingly con- 
sider it as an indispensable requisite in any ar- 
rangement of revenue and expenditure in peace, 
that it shall provide for the rapid extinquishment 
of the public debt. > 73 4 , 

To. attain this object, a considerable revenue 
will be required. . In seiecting the taxes which 
should compose it, the duties upon imported ar- 
ticles may he expected, to furnish the principal 
supply. Cheap and easy in their collection, paid 
like all indirect taxes, when it is.convenient to pay 
them, the. willbe found, uader a system of pru- 
dent moderation, to.discourage no branch of na- 
tional industry. Duties, indeed, either upon im- 
portation or exportation, seem.to be the natural 
resource of countries thinly peopled; which, ex- 
porting a large amount of their agricultural pro- 
ductions, receive in return the manufactures of 
older states. The distance too, of the states from 
which our importations are made, renders it more 
difficult to evade tlie payment of duties here than 
in countries which are separated from active and 
enterprising neighbours by a river or convefition- 
al line. But as our agriculture obtains markets 
at home, as wealth spreads itself over inland coun- 
tries, where’commerce can but imperfectly follow, 
our imports as well as our exports, must bear a 
continually les:ening proportion to the wealth of 
the couniry. 

And even now, while te principal source of 
ordinary revenue in peace must be furnished by 
the customs, it is probable that they could not 
be continued or increased to an amount which 
the interest and reimbursement of our debt and 
the provision for our security require without in- 
creasing too far the temptation to illicit importa- 
tion. The objeetions too, to an entire reliance 
upon them, have. been too fuily developed by re- 
cent experience to allow tic commuttce to recom- 
mend that they should constiiute the whole in- 
come of the country. ‘Vie liberal proyision which 
they are capable of making in peace, disapears 
in the moment when war requires larger contribu- 
tions. ‘The government which is iettat such a 
time to explore new systems of internal taxation, 
to discover and draw into the, public. service the 
men who are capable of filling the different de- 
partments of the revenue, is reduced to a condi- 
tion in which the zeal and bravery and resources 
of the nation can produce their natural effects but 
imperfectly. Tie committee therefore concur 
fully with the Secretary of the ‘I'reasury, in the 
opinion which he has expressed, ‘that the esta- 
blisment of 9. revenue system, which shall not be 
exclusively dependent upon the supplies of foreign 
commerce, appears, at this juncture, to claun 
particular attenuon.’’ ; 

As aresylt of these general wiews, the com- 
mittee, with deference to the house, recommend 
the adoption of the plan of revenue contained im 
the report of the Secratary of the Treasury, with 
the exception of that part of it which proposes to 
continue the additional duties upon postage, and 
to repeal the additional duties on licenses to res 
tailers of wines, spirituous Kquors, and foreign 
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merchandise insposed by the act of December 
1814. The communication of intelligence be- 
tween the different parts of the country it appears 
to the committee to be the just policy of our 
government to facilitate and encourage ; and al- 
though it might have been right to exact a re- 
venue from it, under circumstances which made 
it necessary to apply every resource to the de- 
fence of the state, the present situation of the 
Treasury may well allow of its repeal. The du- 
ties on licenses to retailers admit, in the opinion 
of the committee, of a modification, which, by 
proportioning the price ofthe licence in some de- 
gree to the business of a retailer, shall render 
them as productive as the new rates, and less 
oppressive than the old ones But as such medi- 
fication could only apply to licenses for 1817, tlie 
committee propose to make it the subject of a fu- 
ture report. 

The permanent laws now in force may be ex- 
pected, after the expiration of temporary duties, 
to produce a nett annual revenue of $ 25,278,840 
The direct tax a 


nett amount of $5,600,000 
The sale of public 

lands, 1,000,060 
Licenses to distillers, 

gross amount, 1,200,000 
Carriages, 175,000 
Licenses to retail- 

ers, 900,000 
Auctions, 400,000 

2,675,000 2,514.500 » umt. 

Duties on furniture and 

watches, 300,000 


On manufactures 1,311,000 
Excise on distilled 


spirit, 2,500,000 
4,111,000 3,864,340 n amt. 
Postage, 300,000 
Customs, 12,000,000 
25,278,840 





Such is the estimate of the annual revenue 
which by law is declared to be pledged “ to pro- 
vide for the payment of the expenses of gov- 
ernment, for the punctual payment of the pu- 
blic debt, and for creating an adequate sinking 
fund.” If the recommendation contained in the 
report of the Secratary, with the modifications 
proposed by the committee, shall be carried into 
effect, there will be deducted from this revenue 
of $ 25,278,840 
The nett amount of duties on furniture and watch- 

es, on manufactures and 
distilled spirits, 3,864,340 
The postage duty, 300,000 
And trom the nett product 
2,900,000 
7,064,340 


of land tax 
But there will be added to the revenue ; 


By the additional duty on 
stills, 1,200,000 
The duty on stamps, 400,000 
On refined sugar 150,000 
On salt, 500,000 
Gross amount, 2,250,000 
Nett amount, 2,115,000 


By an addition to the customs equal to the pro. 
duct of an average addition of 42 per gent, the 
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rate of permanent duty, 5,040,000 
———7, 155,009 

Making the excess of revenue added, above 
that deducted, 90,660 


And the annuzl revenue, $ 25,369,500 

In the report ot the Secretary of the Treasury, 
which has been referred to the committee— 
The amount of the annual civil, diplomatic and 

micellaneous expenses 1s 


estimated at 1,800,000 
The annual military expenses, at 5,112,159 
The annual naval expense, at 2,716,510 
The interest on funded debt, at 

about 6,150,000 


$ 15,778,669 

To this estimate of annual expenditure might 
be added the amount of about $ 1,850,9U0, ap- 
propriated to the payment of the principal of the 
public debt; which, with the $ 6,150,C00 applica- 
ble to the payment of the interest, constitute the 
sinking fund of $8,000,009. But perhaps xn ea- 
sier view of the subject may be afforded by sta- 
ting seperately the whole sum which it is propo- 
sed to apply to the payment of the principal of 
the public debt, exclusiveiy of the interest. 

If the annual revenue, under the law proposed, 
be $ 25,369,50°, and the ordinary annual ex- 
pense be $ 15,778,669, there will be a balance of 
$ 9,590,831, which may be applied, as Congress 
shall direct, to national defence, to internal im- 
provement, and to the extinguisliment of the pu- 
blic debt. ‘The considerations which have been 
already adverted to as enjoining the policy of pro. 
viding for the extinguishment of the public debt 
as soon as the resources of the country and the 
conditions of its contracts will permit, induce the 
committee to propose that to that object may be 
annually appropriated seven millions. after the 
year 1816; which added to the sum appropriated 
to the payment of interest, will form a sink- 
ing fund of $ 13,150,000, and extinguish the pub- 
lic debt in less than twelve years. This appro- 
priation would still leave an excess of annual re- 
venue above the estimates of ordinary expenditure 
furnished by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury of up- 
wards of two millions and a half, to’ be applied to 
any other branch of the public service. : 

The committee have confined their observations 
to the receipt and expenditure of a permanent 
peace establishment The modification of the plan 
of the Secretary of the Treasury which they have 
proposed, will produce too small an effect upon the 
receipts of 1816 to require a distinct exposition 
of them, and the deficiency in the receipts of 1816 
(which is suggested in the Treasury report,) can- 
not disturb the calculations which have been sub- 
mitted to the receipts and expenditures of suc- 
ceeding years, since the estimated deficiency 1s 
less than seven millions, and outstanding revenue 
on the first of January 1817, will be about twenty 
millions. If however the demands upon the trea- 
sury in 1817, in consequence of Congress assu- 
ming the payment of expenses incurred during 
war which it has not yet sanctioned, or from any 
other cause, shall be increased beyond the pre- 
sent estimates or beyond an amount for which 
the unapropriated revenue may provide, the sink- 
ine fund may be charged for the year 1817 with 
the payment of the treasury notes which may be 
issucd under the laws now in force. In prevent- 
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ing an addition of new funded debt, it will per- 

form its office as usefully as in extinguishing the 

old debt. 

1. Resolved, That it is expedient to continue in 
force, until the 30th day of June next, and 
until an act shall be passed establishing a 
new tariff of duties, the act entitled “an act 
for imposing additional duties upon all goods, 
wares, and merchandize, imported from any 
foreign port or place, and for other purposes,” 
passed on the Ist. July, 1812. 

2. Resolved, That it is expedient to continue in 
force the ac entitled “an act laying a duty on 
imported salt; granting a bounty on pickleg fish 
exported, and allowances to certain vessels em- 
ployed in the fisheries ;” passed on the 29th 
July, 1813. 

. Resolved, That it is expedient to continue in 
force the act entitled “an act laying duties on 
sugar refined within the U. States ;” passed 
on the 24th July, 1813" 

4. Resolved, That is is expedient to continue in 

force the act entitled “ an act laying duties on 
notes of banks, bankers, and certain companies; 
on notes, bonds and obligations discounted by 
banks, bankers, and certain companies ; and on 
bills of exchange of certain descriptions ;” pas- 
sed on the 2nd of August, 1813—and also the 
act suppiementary thereto, passed 6n the 10th 

day of December, 1814. 

Resulved, Vhat it is expedient to repeal, from 

the  dayof next, so much of the act 
entitled “an act to provide additional revenues 
for defraying the expenses of government and 
maintaining the public credit, by duties on sales 
at auction, and on licenses to retail wines, 
spirituous l:quours, and foreign merchandize, 
and for increasing the rates of postage,” passed 
on the 23d of Cecember 1214, us imposes addi- 
tional dut.es an postage. 

6. Resolved, That it is expedient so to amend the 
act entitled “an act to provide additional rev- 
enues for the defraving the expenses of go. 
vernment, and maintaining the public credit, 
by laying a direct tax upon the United States, 
and to provide for assessing and collecting the 
same,” passsed on the 9th of January, 1315, 
to reduce the direct. tax to be levied for the 
year 1816, and succeeding years, to three mil- 
lions; and also to amend the act entitled “an 
act to provide additional revenues for defraving 
the expenses of government and maintaining the 
public credit by laying a direct tax upon ihe 
District of Columbia,” passed on the 27th Feb- 
ruary, 1815, as to reduce the direct tax to be 
levied therein, annually, ‘0 9999 20-100. 

. Resolved, That it is expedient to repeal the 
act entitled ‘an act to provide addition] rev- 
enues for defraying the expenses of government 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying 
duties on spirits distilled within the United 
States and Territories thereof, and by amend- 
ing the act laying duties on licenses io distill- 
ers of spirituous liquors,” passed on the 2}st 
of December, 1814, excepting only the 16th, 
18th, 19th and 24th sections thereof, from and 
after the Ist day of April next, and from the 
same day to add 100 per cent, to the amount 
of the duty which all stills now subject to duty 
are liable to pay. 

8. Resolved, That it is expedient to repeal, 

from and after the 18th day of April next, the 
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act entitled “an act to provide additional reven- 
ues for defraying the expenses of government 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying 
cuties on various goods, wares, and merchan- 
dize, manufactured within the United States,” 
passed on the 18th of January, 1815, and also 
the act entitled “an act w provide: additional 
revenues for defraying the expenses of govern- 
ment and maintaining the public credit, by lay- 
ign a duty on gold, silver, and plated ware, & 
jewelry, and paste work, manufactured within 
the United States,” passed on the 27th of Feb- 
ruary, 1815, from the same day. 

9. Resolved, That it is expedient to repeal the 
act enttled “an act to provide additional reven- 
ues for defraying the expenses of government, 
and maintaining the public credit, by laying du- 
ties on household furniture, and on gold and 
silver watches,’’ passed on the 18th of Janary 
1815. 

10 Resolved, That it is expedient so to amend the 
rates of duties upon imported articles, after 
the 30th of June next, as that they shall be es- 
timated to produce an amount equal to that 
which would be produced by an average addi- 
tion of 42 per cent. tw the perinanent rates of 
duties. 

11. Hesolved, That the deficiency arising from the 
reduction or abolition of any of the duties here- 
tofore pledged by law for the support of the 
government, for the payment of the public debt 
and the establisliment of a sinking fund, shall 
be supplied by appropriating to those objects, 
a sufficient amount from the product of tne 
taxes or duties proposed to be continued or 
increased. 

12. Resolved, That it is expedient that from and 
afier the year 1816, an addition shail Le made 
to the sum of 8,000,000 of dollars, now annu- 
ally aj.orepriated for the payment of the inter- 
est and principal of the public debi, so as to 
mike the whole sum to be appropriated annu- 
ally to that purpose, 13,5v0,0UU dollars, 


—[—— 


Wun Muncr. 


Report of the Director ta the Pre ident of the 
United States: 


Mint or THe U. States, Jan. 1, 1816. 

Str—lI have the honor, at this time, of lay- 

ing before you, a report of the operations of the 
Mint, during the last year. 

From the statement of the treasurer, here- 
with transmiited, it will appear, that duiing 
that period there have been struck at the mint. 

In gold coins, 635 pieces, amounting to 
3,175 dollars: , 

In silver coins, 69,232 pieces, amounting to 
17,308 dollars; making in the whole 89,367 
pieces, amounting to 20,483 dollars. 

The high price of gold and silver bullion, for 
some time past, in the current paper money of 
the country, bas prevented, and, as long as this 
shali continue to be the case, must necessa: ily 
prevent deposits of these metals being made for 
coinage, to any considerable amount. But a 
fresh supply of copper having lately been re- 
ceived at the mint, we have again resumed the 
coinage of cents; and it is: believed that we 
shall, in the course of the year, should no fai- 
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lurein the expected supply of copper take place, 
be fully able to coin fifty tons weight, amount 
ing to nearly 47,000 dollars; and that, with a 
regular supply of copper, which can readily be 
procured, on terms highly advantageous to go- 
vernment, we can continue to coin fifty tons 
per annum, as long as it may be jadged expe- 
dient, 

The circulation of these copper coins, and 
of those heretofore issued from the mint, 
(amounting to 251,646 dollars,) and which 
must be still nearly all in the country, weuld, 
itis presumed, soon supply, in a.great measvre, 
the place of the small silver coins, which have 
now almost totally disappeared. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with the greatest 
respect and esteem, your most obedient ser- 
vant, R. PATTERSON. 
James Mapison, 

President of the United States. 


a 


By the President of the 
America. 


‘nited States of 


A PROCLAMATION. 


Wuenreas it has been represented, that 
many uninformed or evil disposed persons 
have taken possession of, or made a settle- 
ment on the public lands of the United 
States, which have not been previously 
sold, ceded, or leased by the United States, 
or the claim to which lands, by such per- 
sons has not been previously recognized 
and confirmed by the United States: which 
possession or settlement is, by the act of 
Congress passed on the third day.of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and seven, ex- 
pressly prohibited; and whereas the due 
execution of the said act of Congress, as 
well as the general interest, require that 
such illegal practices should be promptly 
repressed: 

Now, ruerrrone. FT, James Mapt- 
son, President of the United States, have 
thought proper to issue my proclamation, 
commanding and strictly enjoining all per- 
sons who have unlawfully taken possession 
of, or made any settlement on the public 
lands as aforesaid, forthwith to remove 
therefrom; and I do hereby further com- 
mand and enjoin the marshal, or officer 
acting as marshal, in any state or terri- 
tory, where such possession shall have 
been taken, or settlement made, to re- 
move, from and after the tenth day of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and 
sixteen, all or any of the said unlawful oc- 
cupants; and to effect the said service, I 
do hereby authorise the employment of 
such military force as may become neces- 
sary, in pursuance of the provisions of the 
act of Congress aforesaid, warning the of- 
fenders moreover, that they will be prose- 
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cuted in all such other ways as the law 
directs. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the 
seal of the United States of America 
to be affixed to these presents, and 
signed the same with my hand. Done 

(L. S.) at the City of Washington, the twelfth 
day of December, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen, and of the Independence of the 
said United States of America, the 
fortieth. 
JAMES MADISON. 
By the President, 
JAMES MONROE, Secretary of State. 


— 
ALGERINE TREATY. 
Documents accomparying the Message of 
the President, transinitiing to the Senate 
the Treaty of Peace with Algiers. 
U. S. Ship Guerriere, Bay of Algiers. 
July 4th, 1815. 

Sir—We have the honor to refer you to the 
official reports of commodore Decatur to the 
navy department, for an account of the opera- 
tions of this squadron previous to our arrival 
off Algiers on the 28th ul:imo. 

Having received information that the Alge- 
rine squadron had been at sea for a considera- 
ble time longer than that to which their crui- 
sers usually extend, and that a despatch boat 
had been sent from Gibraltar to Algiers to in- 
form them of our arrival in the Mediterranean, 
we thought that they might have made a har- 
bor, where they would be in safety. We there- 
fore, whilst they were in this state of uncer- 
tainty, believed it a proper moment to deliver 
the President’s letter, agreeably to our instruc- 
tions. Accordingly, on the 29th ultimo, a flag 
of truce was hoisted on board the Guerviere, 
with the Swedish flag at the main. A boat came 
off about noon, with Mr. Norderling, consul of 
Sweden, and the captain of the port, who con- 
firmed the intelligence we had before received, 
and to whom we communicated information of 
the capture of their frigate and biig. ‘I'he im- 
pression made by these events was visible and 
deep. We were requested by the captain of 
the port, Mr. Norderling declaring he was not 
authorized to act, to state the conditions on 
which we would make peace; to which we re- 
plied, by giving the letter of the President to 
the Dey, and hy a note from us to him, a copy 
of which (No. 1) we have the honor to trans- 
mit herewith. The captain of the port then 
requested that hostilities should cease pending 
the negociation, and that persons authorized to 
treat should go on shore, he and Mr. Norder- 
ling both affirming that the minister of marine 
had pledged himself for our security and return 
to our ships when we pleased. Both these pro- 
positions were rejected, and they were expli- 
citly informed that the negociation must be 
carried on on hoard the fleet, and ‘hat hostili- 
ties, as far as they respected vessels could not 
cease. They returned onshore. On the fol- 
lowing day the same persons returned, and in- 
formed us that they were commissioned by the 
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Dey to treat with us on the proposed basis, and 
their anxiety appeared extreme to conclude the 
peace immediately. We then brought forward 
the model of a treaty, which we declared would 
not be departed from in substance, at the same 
time declaring that alihongh the United States 
would never stipulate for paying tribute under 
any form whatever, yet that they were a mag- 
nanimous and generous nation, who would, 
upon the presentation of consuls, do what was 
customary with other great nations, in their 
friendly intercourse with Algiers. The treaty 
was then examined, and they were of opinion 
that it would not be agreed to in its present 
form, and particularly requested that the arti- 
cle reyuiving the restitution of the property 
they hac captured, and which had heen dis- 
tributed, might be expunged, alleging that 
such a demand had riever before heen made 
upon Algiers. To this it was answered that 
the claim was just and would be adhered to. 
They then asked, whether, if the treaty should 
be signed by the Dey, we would engage to res- 
tore ‘he captured vessels; which we refused. 
They then represented that it was not the pre- 
sent Dey who had declared the war, which 
they acknowledged to be unjust, conceding 
that they were wholly in the wrong, and had 
no excuse whatever, requesting, however, that 
we would take the case of the Dey into consi- 
devation, and upon his agreeing to terms with 
us, more favorable than had ever been made 
with any other nation, to restore the ships, 
which they stated would be of little or no value 
to us, but would be of great importanceto him, 
as they would satisfy the people with the con- 
ditions of the peace we were going to conclude 
with him. 

We consulted upon this question, and deter- 
mined that, considering the state of those ves- 
sels, the sums that would be required to fit 
them for a passage to the United States, and 
the little probability of selling them in this 
part of the world, we would make a compli- 
ment of them to his highness in the state they 
then were, the commodore engaging to furnish 
them with an escort to ths port. This, how- 
ever, would depend upon their signing the 
treaty as presented to them, and could not ap- 
pear as an article of it, but must be considered 
as a favour conferred on the Dey by the Uni- 
ted States. 

They then requested a truce, to deliberate 
upon the terms of the proposed treaty, which’ 
was refused: they even pleaded for three hours. 
The reply was, ‘‘not a minute; if your squad- 
ron appears in sight before the treaty is actu- 
ally signed by the Dey, and the prisoners sent 
off, ours will capture them.’ Jt was finally 
agreed that hostilities should cease when we 
perceived their boat coming off with a white 
flag hoisted, the Swedish consul pledging his 
word of honour not ¢<o hoist it unless the treaty 
was signed, and the prisoners in the boat. They 
returned on shore, and although the distance 
was tull five miles, they came back within 
three hours, with the treaty signed, as we had 
concluded it, and the prisoners. 

During the interval of their absence a cor- 
vette appeared in sight, which would iiave been 
captured if they had been detained one hour 
longer. The treaty has since been drawn out 
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anew, translated by them, and duly executed 
by the Dey, which we have the honor to trans- 
mit herewith. 

Mr. Shaler has since been on shore, and the 
cotton and money mentioned inthe 4th article, 
have been given up to him. They now show 
every disposition to maintain a sincere peace 
with us, which is, doubtless, owing to the 
dread of our arms; And we take this occasion 
to remark, that, in our opinion, the only se- 
cure guarantee we can have for the mainten- 
ance of the peace just concluded with these 
people, is the presence, in the Mediterranean, 
of a respectable naval force. 

As this treaty appears to us, to secure every 
interest within the contemplation of the go- 
vernment, and as it really places the United 
States on higher ground than any other nation, 
we have no hesitation, on our part, in fulfilling 
such of its provisions as are within our power, 
in the firm belief that it wili receive the ratifi- 
cation of the president and senate. 

We have the henor to be, with respect, Sir, 
your ebedient servants. 

STEPHEN DECATUR, 
WILLIAM SHALER. 
The hon James Monroe, Secretary of state. 
( No. 1 ) 
The American Commissioners to the Dey 
of Algiers. 

The undersigned have the honor to inform 
his highness the Dey of Algiers, that they have 
been appointed by the President of the United 
States of America, commissioners plenipoten- 
tiary to treat of peace with his highness, and 
that pursuant to (ieir instructions, they are 
ready to open a neyociation for the restoration 
of peace and harmony between the two coun- 
tries, on terms just and honorable to both par- 
ties; and they feel incumbent on them to state 
explicitly to his highness, that they are instruct- 
ed to treat upon no other principle, than that 
of perfect equality, and on the terms of the 
most favored nations: no stipulation for paying 
any tribute to Algiers, under any form what- 
ever, will be agreed to. 

The undersigned have the honor to transmit 
herewith, a letter from the President of the 
United States, and they avail themselves of 
this occasjon to assure his highness, of their 
high consideration and profound respect. 


—=>——— 


Tne FIsHertes. 


In consequence of some complaints from the Col- 


lector at Shelburne ( Nova Scotea ) relative to 

American vessels, employed in frohmg on thai 

coast, the following tmstructions have been sent 

out to Sir Richard Keats, and to the British 

naval officers at Halifax. 

Downing Street, Vith June, 1815. 

SIR.—As the treaty of peace lately conclud- 
ed with the United States, contains no provi- 
sions with respect te the fisheries, which the 
subjects of the United States enjoyed under the 
third article of the peace of 1765, bis majesty's 
government consider it not unnecessary, that 
you should be informed as to the extent to 
which those privileges are affected, by the 
omission of any stipulation in the present 
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treaty, of the line of conduct which it is in 
consequence adviseable for you to adopt. 

You cannot but be aware, that the third ar- 
ticle of the treaty of the peace of 1783, con- 
tained two distinct stipulations, the one recog- 
nizing the right which the U. States had totake 
fish upon the high seas, and the other granting 
to the U, States the privilege of fishing with 
in the British jurisdiction, and of using, under 
certain conditions, the shores and territory of 
his majesty for purposes connected with the 
fishery of these, the former being considered 
permament, cannot be aliered ur effected by 
any change of the relative situaiion of the two 
countries, but the other being a privilege deriv- 
ed from the treaty of 1753 alone, was, as to its 
duration, necessarily limited to the duration of 
the treaty itself. On the declaration of war, by 
the American government, and the consequent 
abrogation of the then existing treaties, the 
United States forfeited, with respect to the 
fisheries, those privileges which are purely con- 
ventional jand as they have not been renewed 
by a stipulation in the present treaty, the sub- 
jects of theUnited States can have no pr etence 
to any right to fish within the British jurisdic- 
tion, or to use the British territory for purpo- 
ses connected with the fishery. 

Such being the view taken of the question 
of the fisheries as far as relates tothe United 
States, | am commanded by his royal highness 
the Prince Regent to instruct you to abstain 
most carefully from any interference with the 
fishery, in which the subjects of the United 
States may be engaged, either on the Grand 
bank of Newfoundland, the Gulf of St. Law- 
rence, or other places inthe sea. At the same 
time you will prevent them, except under the 
circumstances hereinafter mentioned, from 
using the British territory for purposes con- 
nected with the fishing vessels from bays, har- 
hours, rivers, creeks, and inlets of all his ma- 
jesty’s possessions. In case, however, it should 
have happened that the fishermen of the United 
States, through ignorance of the circumstan 
ces which effect this question, should, previous 
to your arrival, have already commenced a 
fishery similar to that ca:ried on by them pre 
vious to the late war, and should have occupied 
the British harbours, and formed establish- 
ments on the British territory, which could 
not be suddenly abandoned without very con- 
siderable loss, his royal highness the Prince 
Regent, willing to give every indulgence to the 
citizens of the United States, which is compa. 
tible with his majesty’s rights, has commanded 
me to instruct you to abstain from molesting 
such fishermen or impeding the progress of 
their fishing during the present year, unless 
they should, by attempts to carry on a contra 
band trade, render themselves unworthy pro- 
tection or indulgence, you will however not 
fail to communicate to them the tenor of the 
instructions, which you have received, and the 
view which his majesty’s government take of 
the question of the fishery, and you will, above 
all, be careful to explain to them that they are 
not in any future season to expect a continu- 
ance of the same indulgence. 

(Signed) 


BATHURST. 
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AGRICULTURAL. 


Oxcuarps. 


Our ancestors erred greatly in planting trees 
in orchards too close, twenty feet wa- thought 
by them to be a proper distance. But thev 
seeined not to consider that in a few years the 
branches of each tree would touch the next, 
and thus by inte*fering with each cthe:, pre- 
vent them from bringing blossoms and f: uit. 
At that distance a planiation of trees must in a 
few years become like a wood, and prevent 
either gi ass or vegetables from being cultivated 
under them. Not in such a situation will three 
trees produce as much as one, if at the distance 
of 40 or 50 feet. 

In planting an orchard, care should always 
be taken 'o fix on a situation sheltered as much 
as possible against the violent north west and 
north east winds. Plant the largest growing 
trees, such as Priestly’s, on the north side, and 
so descending towards the south that there may 
he a regular gradation of height, and that the 
tall trees may not overshadow the smaller. 

Apples and pears, for an orchard, ought not 
to be planted at less distance than in rows at 
about 40 feet, and each tree in the row at 30 or 
35 feet apart. Pears alone may be 3v by 25, 
and these in general, spread less and grow more 
erect than apples. Cherries, the larger grow- 
ing sorts at 30 by 20. Peaches, apricots, and 
nectarines, at 15 feet. 

Nothing in the varioas parts of agriculture 
and gardening is so lit le understood and con 
sequently neglected, as the planting of trees. 
The root is generally forced into a small hole, 
and afterwards left to chance, without the 
slightest attention either to pruning or manu- 
ring. 

The ground designed for an orchard should 
he in tillage one year at least before planting; 
and if well manured, so much the better for the 
trees. ‘The holes should be dug a foot ceep, aud 
at least five feet over, and left to lie a few days 
to receive the influence of the atmosphere. 

If you ave to buy the trees, procure them 
from the nearest nursery you can, for the soon- 
er trees are planted, after being out of the 
ground, the better.—If the small tibres are not 
dried, they need not to be cut off, but if dried, 
as they almost always arein carrying a distance, 
they should be trimmed off, otherwise they will 
mould and do certain injury to the tree, and 
often entirely destroy il. 

Always keep the roots as long as convenient, 
which will give them a disposition to run hori- 
zontally, from which the roots being more un- 
der the influence of the sun, the sap is richer 
and produces the sweetest, fairest fruit. Nur- 
sery men, in taking up trees, are, in general, 
not sufficiently attentive to give them a good 
spread of root. 

Ali bruised and broken roots—all such as 
are irregular and cross each other, and all 
downright roots, should be pruned smooth off. 

As to the top, the small branches should be 
pruned close to where they are produced, as 
also the irregular ones, which cross each other; 
and all such as have by any means been broken 
or wounded, should be cut down to the next 
good eye, but by no means take off the main 
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feading shoots, which are necessary to attract | 
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the sap from the roots, and thereby promote 
the growth of the tree. 

Observethe utmost care not to place the tree 
too deep in the earth. More mischance to a 
new plantation of trees arises from this source 
than all the others combined. The best rule 1s 
to place the tree in the hole so that the roots 
may be about the saine depth as they were be- 
fore taken up. 

Place al] the roots in their natural position 
as near as may be, but rather horizontally than 
otherwise, break the earth fine, and scatter it 
in the hole so that it may fall between every 
root, that there may be no hollowness.—'Tiius 
fill up the hole, and gently tread down the earth 
with your foot, but not too hard, which is a 
great fault, especially if the ground be strong 
and wet. 

Newly planted trees should be well staked 
and defended from cattle; and it is best to keep 
the land continually in tillage till the trees have 
neatly attained their full growth. But great 
care must be taken that the roots be not dis- 
turbed by ploughing, nor the bark of the trees 
wounded. The ground near the tree, which 
the plough leaves, should be mellowed with a 
spade for two or three years, before the roots 
have far extended. Georgia Journal. 


peo 
Pusiic IMPROVEMENTS. 


The Legislature of New Jersey has authori- 
zed Michael Oately, a citizen of New York, 
to open a canal through Seabank, called Sguam 
Beach, in the township of Howell, Monmouth 
county. The object which is Lo make an inlet 
from the main ocean into the he:d waters of 
Cape May bay, neaily opposite the mouth of 
Militecunk river. He is also authorized to 
clear obstructions from this river ‘his outlet 
with the main ocean, wili faciliiate the coasting 
trade on this part of the coast, shorten the pav- 
sage from New York to some parts of the bay, 
and atiord access to a safe harbor in the mouth 
of Militecunk viver. The undertaker is au- 
thorized to receive a toll from all vessels pass- 
ing the canal, when completed, as an indemni- 
fication for the expenses laid out in its con- 
struction. 

_Itis distant 35 miles S. W. of Sandy Hook 
light, and 24 N. of Barnegat lalet, 
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ANTIQUE RemAtIns. 


Vienna, Jan. 15. 
The port of Istria belonging to the govern- 
ment of the Lattera/e, forming a pavt et Hlyri- 
um, and since the time of Augustus joined to 
Italy, contains numerous monuments of that 
brilliant pericd of the Roman empire, parlicu- 
arly in the former flourishing, now decayed 
town of Pola, and in the neighbourhood of 
neste. The remains of the Roman amphi- 
theatre at Pola, have been frequently describ- 
» but insufficiently. Marshal Marmont set 
‘ome workmen to dig round it, which procur- 
*t some information respecting this monument 
, *nliqaity, but it was reserved for Mr. Peter 
obile, architect at Trieste, to proceed so far 
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last summer, that as much has been discovered 
under ground as was before above it, and to 
prove the possibility of clearing the whole of 
this magnificent building from the rubbish, he 
has also, out of zeal for the arts, uncovered 
more of a temple of Augustus, and of a Roman 
gate, at Pota, and secured them as far as possi- 
ble, im order to give the fiends of antiquity a 
complete work upon the subject. 

The same Mr. Nobile has also drawn from 
the rubbish and from oblivion, the admivable.,. 
aqueducts in the leriitory of ‘Triesie, that ave 
also of Roman ovigin. He has set people to 
dig in about thirty places, and has discovered 
the whole line of the acqueduct from Trieste 
to the source which supplied it with water. 


—__ 


CHRONICLE. 


The buildings, amounting to seven in num- 
ber, which were appropriated to the use of the 
ordinance and commissariat departments, were 
burnt at Quebec, about the latter part of Jan. 
with several thousand stand of arms, &c. 


The Spanish ninety-gun ship San Fernando, 
was lost in the early part of December near 
Algiers. She sailed from Port Mahon for Car- 
thagena on the 4th. of that month, in company 
with the frigate U. States, parted from her the 
next day, having lost her mizen topmast in a 
gale. Two lieutenants and sixty men belong- 
ing to the American frigate, were on board the 
Spanish ship, assisting to navigate her. It is 
supposed no lives were- lost ‘ 


The shock of an earthquake was felt at Ma. 
deira, on the 6th Feb. about 20 minutes past 
12 o’clock in the morning. It was the most 
severe ever felt in that island, which moved 
like a shipin a heavy swell. It lasted six min- 
utes. Several old buildings were thrown down, 
and two or three churches much injured. 

On the morning of the 15th of February two 
small shocks of an earthquake were felt at 
Weston, Massachusetts. ‘'he air was calm at 
the time and intensely cold. Many persons 
were awakened from their sleep by the peculiar 
noise, or by the motion of their houses. On 
the day following, fissures were discovered in 
the earth several feet deep, extending to a great 
distance, and branching in various directions. 
These shocks were noticed at Framingham and 
Sunbury. At the latter place the ground open- 
ed, as at Weston. 


An intelligent captain of a vessel of Philadelphia 
has furnished his friend in that city with the 
following account of an earthquake experienced 
on his passage to Gibraltar. 

Gibraltar, Feb. 11. 
«<On the 2d February, at about 10 minutes 
before midnight, in latitude 36, N. longitude 

23, we experienced a severe shock of an earth- 

quake which lasted about 4 minutes. The 

trembling of the vessel was so severe, accom- 
panied with a rumbling noise, that it awoke 
every person on board that was asleep; and 
what is something singular, every animal on 
board seemed to feel the effect of it. The fowls 
in the coops, the pigs, and two little birds in 
cages, were all alarmed. ‘The birds flew from 


side to side of the cage, apparently in great 





64 


distress. The man at the helm thought the 
vessel was sinking, and said she did not move 
at all, although she was then going at Lae rate 
of nine knots, and quite a rough sea. I saw no 
difference in the appearance of the water. 

A brig arrived here to day, the captain of 
which says he felt it much more severely. He 
wa; loaded wich wheat, and staves stowed on it 
He declares, that it shook the wheat above, and 
the staves below, with many othe: circumstan 
ces equally extraordinay His latitude and 
longitude were nearly the same as mine, and 
the shock felt at the same time. He says, he 
experienced a shock at 6 o'clock in the morn- 
ing, which I did not. We were avout 10 miles 
south of the Western Isles.’” 

The captain adds the following note to the 
foregoing— 

**For an hour or two before and after the 
shock, there were thousands of porpoises; but 
they disappeared in a moment when the shock 
commenced. When earth from its centre feels 
the Godhead’s power, and trembling at his 
touch through all its pillars and at every pore; 
then man, beasts, birds, and fishes find them 
selves, what indeed they are, mere helpiess 
nothings. But thank God, there is a founda 
tion for man to build upon, which will not be 
moved, although the earth should be reduced 
to chaos,”’ 


A large convent for women was consumed 
by fire in Dec. 1615,in the town of Puerto Or- 
tova, Teneriff. Seven of the nuns fell vietims 
to the fury of the flames. 
island was visited by a tremendous fall of rain; 
the water courses were filled and ran adiff. rent 
way; in consequence of whieh fourteen per- 
sons were drowned in their houses. 


SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY. 
Reme, January 18. 

The congregation of foreign missions labors 
with the greatest zeal to re-establish its rela. 
tions with various parts of the world. One of 
the most happy results undoubtedly is the spe- 
cial protection which its members have obtain- 
ed from China and Abyssinia. They write from 
Pekin, that the emperor, having obtained a re- 
port from the tiibanal of worship of the sent- 
ences passed against the Jesuits, wrote at’ the 
bottom of the report, with his red, or indelible 
pencil, «‘Let the edict of the 11th January, 
1724 cease to be a law of the empire. There is 
only one Gop, and this Gop cannot be offen- 
ded with the diversity of names which are giv- 
entohim.’’ Any thing written with the red 
pencil can never be recalled: decrees in other 
colours may be altered. 

According to this imperial decision, the 
edict of Toleration of the great emperor Kang- 
Hi of 1672, and that of i711, have Leen again 
transcribed from the tribunal of rites, and trans- 
mitted, sealed vith the great seal, covered with 
yellow satin, to Don Gaspaed della Cruce, a 
Portuguese. It is remarkable that it was a 
Dominican of this name and of the same na- 
tion, who, in 1536, was the first to introduce 
the christian religion into China. 

Nothing can be more agreeable to the court 
of Rome than to see the christian religion in- 
troduced into so extensive an empire as thatof 
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China, at a period in particular when most of 
the princes of Europe, by proclaiming the tole- 
ration of the religion in countvies essentially 
catholic, seem to slacken the ties which uniied 
them to the holy see. 

His holiness received with the most lively 
joy, this blessed intelligence —Farther della 
Crace had the honor to be presented to his 
eminence the cardinal secreiary of state along 
with the four novice Chinese Je-uits, who were 
conducted to the audience chamber by M. 
Concellieu, director of the Propaganda. 

We are assured that the edicts of the Chi- 
nese emperor reached our court through the 
Portuguese Ambassador. 

Twelve Jesuits will be sent tec China in the 
spring His holiness has addressed a brief fe- 
licitation to the emperor of China to thank 
him. Weare even assured that a Bul! will be 
issued to regulate the discipline of the Chinese 
churches. 


MecHanicaL Improvement—- There has 
been exhibited at the city hall, New York, a 
double forcing pemp, invented by a Mv. Gray, 
of Springfield, Otsego county—which, at an 
immaterial difference in the cost, and being 
less liable to accident and easier repaired, with 
the same labor, delivers exacily double the 
quantity of water obtained by the common 
sucking pump It is patented, and promises to 
become uncommonly popular and useful. 

Columbian. 


To Subscribers. 


The third number of the Register, to bear 
date the 16th instant, will be deferred until we 
shall be able to bring up the back numbers, so 
that our publication may proceed in regular 
time. It will be entirely tilled with the ‘Preas- 
ury Report, a valuable documen', containing 
a history of our national treasury since the a- 
doption of the Federal Constitution, which, we 
have no doubt, has been in the hands of all oar 
readers; it will, therefore, be more valuable for 
future reference than for present reading. 

We shall omit, as uninteresting, Mr Dallas’ 
project for a National Bank. If a law be pas- 
sed to establish one, we shall then give the law 
in full—The proposed Tariff will be omitted 
also, as it is undergoing many modifications; 
when it passes into a law we shall publish it 
entire. Our pages for the present will be ne- 
cessarily filled with the reports of the commit 
tees upon the several subjects recommended for 
the consideration of Congress, with the official 
letters of the Secretaries of the several depart- 
ments of government called for and addressed 
to those committees. After these papers are 
disposed of, we shall then endeavour to give 
more variety and interest to our pages. 

The proprietor of the Register begs leave to 
return his grateful acknowledgement to his pa- 
trons for heir liberal encouragement, and to 
those gentlemen particularly, who have inter- 
ested themselves to give it a circulation. He 
believes his list of subscribers as respectable as 
any in the country, and in point of numbers, 
equal perhaps, any paper at its commencement 
heretofore established, amounting to nearly 
TWO THOUSAND, 
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